well-known flowering plant, and has of late been used in medicine, though by no means to the extent it would seem to deserve, judging from our own favourable experience and the few reports of others.
Its sphere of action appears to be limited to diseases and affections of the heart. In functional palpitation associated with dyspepsia we have found the tincture in one-drop doses every quarter of an hour of the greatest service, the first dose generally sufficing to relieve. It In organic affections of the heart it generally disappoints, and is certainly inferior to digitalis, strophanthus, and manyother familiar cardiac stimulants.
It is an old popularremedy in certain districts, for cardiac dropsies, and it does tend to help them. We found the urine increased in amounb from its use, and in one case the improvement in the character of the pulse as well as the increase in amount of urine passed was about the same when five drops of cactus was administered every four hours, as when digitalis was given in ten minim doses three times a day, in each case the tincture being given for several days in succession. The smaller doses referred to in the earlier part of this article for functional palpitation are useless in organic diseases of the heart, for which thirty to forty-five minims daily must be administered.
